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Local, state offfcfals huddfe over park clean-up 
Residents 
prom/sed 
finandal data 
By Roger Mat/Is 

Problenis at the Oswegoland ParJc Dis-
tricfjf Saa-Wee-Ke« Park have not been 
solved, but park district officials say tiiey 
are wof king on soiationj. 

Park district tiirsctor Bert Gray loM 
paric board memtsere last Thtirs<S3y dm he 
and othej- district st-iffers me: with repre-
«ntatives of tJie IKinois Attorney Gen-
eraJ's office antJ the Illinois Envirohmen-
(al Protection Agency (lEPA) on Aug. 
M to discuss the ongoing cleanup of tJie 
pari: property. 

Saa-Wee-Kec is a heavily wooded 160 
acre parcel located ;ust south of 0.swego 
aJong the banJcs of the Fo.x River. A 
ormer gravel mine, the land was once 

owned by the sate of Hlinois. and was 
the site of a municipal dump operated by 
the viilage of Oswego and the city of 
Vorkville fro/n tlie IWOs to the 19(S0s. 
U was deeded to the Oswegoland Park 
Disu-ict in 1^63 for development as a 
natiL-aJ areas parfc •' 

However, residents living along Sun
down ILane and Minlder Poad in the area 
of the part began complaining two years 
ago that the park was contaminated with 
hazardous waste and was too dangerous 
for the public to use due to nibbish sc.it-
tered on the ground ihroughout the prop-
eny. 

Subsequently, i.ho lEPA the U.S. 
EPA, the Illinois r.:;;artment of Public 
Health, arid otliei- i!:g\iidUiiy agencies dis
covered that some stse) drums btiried on' 
parfc property contained dried paint with 
levels of lead now considered hazardous 
under federal and state guidelines. 

A total of 56 Of the drums were re
moved by the park district last winter. 

Gray tofdijlrlc board members that he 
a-id other park staffers met with Kevm 
.ffines oif the Illinois Altomev Gcnexal's 
yfRcc !>nA \iific Setslaf of the E P A to 

survey the part district-owned portion of 
the old dump site. Gray said^hc part drs-
tricl is now worfa'ng to draw up a-com-
pHancc plan on areas of concern t̂fcat 
must be approved by the attorney general 
as well as by the lEPA. 

Gray said the district has 30 days fit>m • 
Aug. 14 to draw up the plan and send it 
to the attorney general's office. 

' I am feeling positive that some of the 
smaller issues-if I can call ihem ihat-ans' 
solveable," Gray said. "We are hopefitl 
we can start checking some of these 
items off." 

Following the first meetMg. Gray said, 
district employees met with another pair 
of lEPA representatives, one from 
Springfield and one from the lEPA's 
May wood office. 

Gray said that Htnes told the IHPA rep
resentatives that all communications and 
urJeis to lIiB parfc disliict concerning Saa-
Wee-Kee have to go through the attorney 
genetal's office, 

"You have to uflderstand that there was 
no coordination and that the EPA people 
from Springfield did not fcnow the attor
ney general's people would be out there," 
Gray reported. 'The attorney general's of
fice did not have any information on why 
the people were coming up from Spring-
tieid. [Hinesj was very clear diat all ac-
tiOfii, pecmiSSiOriS for actions, things 
that need to be done are going through 
bim.* 

Gray said the balance of the afternoon 
was spent showuij the Springfield lEPA 
group around the site, which they had not 
seen before. He said (hey loofc samples of 
tJxj semi-liquid leachats seeping from the 
giouiid in the dump area in order to run 
chemical tests. The leaehate has been 
tested two times before without finding 
much be.!ides levels of meials such as 
iron and trace amounts of silver, but the 
lEPA reps pnoraised the new tests would 
be more comprehensive. 

Gray said that as of Thursday, the dis
trict had not heard about any lest results 
or any furxher information from the two 
inspeftors. 

Gray noted that p-irlc disorici crews had 
picked up debris from the surface of the 

park grounds, which were tafccn to the 
dump,5!P.r at Prairi* Point Center for dis-
posaJ. T?ie lEPA, he said, objected and 
•directed the district to only deposit the 
items in a dumpsler on the parfc site. 
However, Gray said, the four day surface 
clean-up had been completed by the time 
the agency complained. 

Gray said all the warning signs pro
posed to be installed at he part designed 
to keep visitors out of areas with surfac* 
or hazardots maierials hazards have been 
installed, except one sign that will be 
erected when:'iheciean-op of several old 
junt vehicle chassis on the si£e is com-
pfcred, The material is being removed by 
a local metal scavenger. Gray said the 
s i ^ would have stood a good chance of 
being damaged if it had been installed 
prior to the material being removed. 

The signs warn; "Caua'on. Hazards 
may exist off marked trails. Please stay 
on marked trails.' On the irajr- ' 
Signs wain; "Stay on trails,' 

Gray said the part disc; 
staance cairier feels the sigr 
protection for parfc visitors, a..; ' s ; .cid 
the district fencing portions of the ,12 
acre site which is o?concern to the lEPA; 
and other agencies is not neces.<-.ary. '• 

Gray said that quotes on fencing costs 
and recommendations of the best land of 
fencing for the task of keeping visitors 
out of areas that may contain hazards are 
now being sought from fencing compa
nies, 

"Any fencing options will be included 
in our comprehensive plan that will be 
filed widi the Illinois Attorney General's 
office," G.-ay said. 

He noted tlie distiict is prolu'biied from 
doin^ anything at the site-including 
erectng warning fences or signs-without 
the attorney general's approval. 

R e s i d e n t s s eek 
m o r e i i i formafjon 

In other related biwiness. Ramona Ca-
palby, a resident living near Saa-Wee-Kec 
Park submitted three Jiiinois Freedom of 
Informaljon Act re<3uesls for parfc district 
documents. 
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Gray said the requests were for an ac
counting of all money spent on the pait 
clean up so far, a Copy of a report for the 
district's Jaw firm by Kanh Tedi, Inc. and 
another report being compiled by the dis
trict's law firm by Greichen Monti, a 
public relations sp«:ialist in eavirotunen-
taJ niatlers. 

Gray said Friday l e was working to 
put together the finJlilcial information 
CapaJby requested. He noted another part 
neighbor, Neil Hambiy, had already re-
quested (he information. He suggested he 
would have the report'completed in "a 
couple of weeks.' 

The other two n?ports. Cray said, were 
commissioned for the district's law firm 
and were not in the parfc disu'icfs posses-
sion. 

"I do not bave tbem, so I cannot re
lease (hem," fie said. 

At Thursday's meeting, Capalby's hus
band, Wayne, told Gray he had a number 
of documents on Saa Wse-Kee and the 
nroperty's history he had obtained from 
'.ho State of Illinois through Freedom of 
j.nformaaoa Act requests. CapaJby sa.id_ 
the documents proved the part district re-' 
fused offers of a free clean-up of the 
dump sits in the early I98(5si 

Gray requested copies of Capalby's . 
documents, and offered to allow Capalby 
immediate use of the park district's copier 

• to duplicate the documents. Capalby re
fused to allow Cht documents to be 
copied or to copy i.'-,.;.Ti himself. 
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'^-'artment of Con-
? LHat the IDOC 
•*y adjoining Saa-
-d dump extends 

; (here may be 
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i-v.'i5'.̂  f,nci !ha( m e d i c a l 
', can be seen on 

. -̂  j/roperiy, along 
V. .:J,' g,?£s, gir. aid, and ground Ijlier. 

Can- recommtno'ed the IDOC investi-
g.i!e the property to fi;:d out exactly what 
;s there. 

"Our hihrt. I--- ' '1 so will certainly r ' 
1, and lead to und:.. 

veil," Csit warned in 
r.g, "This could be a seri-

0.' 'd if we sate the appropri-
a'" iir priiperly o dtlemjj 
« would certainly 1 

i fi.-v 16 acre IDOC site ha 
open to t}i« pubfic, accotrf 
who added, "it's go^ff s.'iat'since ih'e'̂  
IDOC's area contains .•some of the same 
materials as Saa-Wce-Kee, tl-,,-. dcfurtment 
of con.vcrvation is wiiling (o cooperate 
with the same agencies we've been coop
erating with over the last year and a 
hall.-
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